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VOLUNTEERS NEEDED TO AID DESERT BIGHORN
It's that time of the year again. You need to dig out the
old Coleman stove and lantern and check them out to be sure they
work. Make sure that the down jacket doesn't have any holes in it
from being left in the closet to long. Run down to the hardware
store and pick up a pair of work gloves so that you can protect
those soft lilly white hands which have been on vacation.
Make
sure the batteries in the flashlight are new and ready and lets
all head out to some high adventure and fun. Those wooley sheep
need our help. Your right it's water hole project time again
This is one of the most exciting adventures that your
membership entitles you to, helping to install or repair the
drinkers for our Bighorn Sheep.
If you haven't gone on one of
these projects yet, then it's about time you quit cheating
yourself of this great opportunity and get on the road to the
first in a series of projects scheduled for this year.
You say, I wouldn't know what to do.
Well if you can
carry a bucket or move a rock, we can use you.
See how easy it
is®
When's the last time you took off on a weekend camping trip
and enjoyed what God and Mother Nature has to offer?
HOW DO I

THERE?

Call Leilani Park at the California Department of Fish and
Game (213) 590 5158. You may request additional information and
maps of the meeting site from her.
If you wish to write:
Department of Fish and Game
Attn: Leilani Park
245 W. Broadway
Long Beach, CA 90802
or contact
Project Chairman, Glen Sudmeier (619) 389 2498
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PROJECT DATES
JANUARY 19 & 20, 1985
Place: Orocopia Mountains
Goal:
Repair the Big Game Guzzler and maintenance
FEBRUARY 9 & 10
Place: Old Dad Peak
Goal:
Build the Chuck Kerr Game Guzzler
ADDED ATTRACTION:

Special Award presentations and a super dinner
will be provided.
This should be the highlight of the year.
DON'T MISS THIS ONE

MARCH 2 & 3
Place:

Old Woman Mountains

MARCH 16 & 17 (If raining or bad weather, make-up Dates March 23
and 24)
Place: San Gabriel Mountains
Goal:
Sheep Census
NOTE:

We need all the able-bodied adults we can get.
(Contact Dr. Loren Lutz if planning to attend this one
at (818) 797-1287)

MARCH 30 & 31
Place: Old Woman Mountains
Goal:
Repair Big Game Guzzler
APRIL 20 & 21
Place:
(To be announced at a later date)
Goal:
(To be announced at a later date)
MAY 11 and 12
Place: Panamint Mountain
Goal:
Repair Big Game Guzzler
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Volunteers at work during construction of an artifical watering hole
for bighorn sheep. DFG photo by John Mackenzie

Cement is mixed for building of new waterhole for bighorn
sheep. DFG photo by JOHN Mackenzie.

A PLAN FOR BIGHORN SHEEP IN CALIFORNIA AVAILABLE
The Sheepherder just received its copy of "A Plan for
Bighorn Shee:p in CnU fornia~"
This is a ve1::y well done::
t
presented by The Resources Agency of The Department of Fish and
Game.
Included in the report are some very good photographs as
well as some artistic sheep drawings.
It provides a multitude of
facts and information concerning the Bighorn Sheep in California.
The Sheepherder recommends that every person in the society send
for your copy.
To do so address your request to:
Richard Weaver
Resources Agency
Department of Fish and Game
1416 Ninth Street
Sacramento, California 90814
Be sure to include your return address and ask for a copy
of "A Plan for Bighorn Sheep .. "
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"Charlie" Fulerton receives
special award from Wayne
Dickson

Special Guest Speaker, Vernon
Bleich enjoys dinner

ANNUAL DINNER A GREAT SUCCESS
or
George Kerr captivates audience as Master of Ceremonies
It was November 10, 1984, a beautiful Saturday evening
when George Kerr stepped to the speakers stand and with the words
of all great orators said, "I really don't know what to do but
··®··••0•"· It was then that the annual dinner of the Sheep
Society moved into a full head of steam. With Doc. Lutz resting
at home, George Kerr, our illustrious V. P. lead us through the
evening only as George could.
It was a wonderful time with
everyone enjoying themselves. The dinner of prime rib was enjoyed
by all.
A special award was presented to Charley Fullerton for
his outstanding service in the Department of Fish and Game.
Among our special guests were Fred Worthley, Area Manager
for District 5 of the Department of Fish and Game.
Altogether,
there were 67 in attendance®
Our guest speaker was Vernon Bleich, who captivated the
audience with the film of the Old Dad Peak Sheep Transfer.
This
was one of the most exciting programs the Sheep Society has had in
some time.
Bleich narrated the entire film which seemed to bring
it to life. He stated that since 1969 there has been 1.5 million
dollars volunteered@
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40 BIGHORN SHEEP RELOCATED IN SAN BERNARDINO MOUNTAIN RANGES
Forty desert bighorn sheep are getting accustomed to new
homes in Mojave Desert mountain ranges today following their
relocation last week by the State Department of Fish and Game, the
U.S. Bureau of Land Management, and a number of volunteers from
other agencies and the public~
The relocation was part of a three-stage plan to
re-establish the Nelson bighorn sheep in the Whipple Mountains
just south of Lake Havasu and reduce populations in areas where
numbers have increased considerably in recent years.
In all, 43 bighorn sheep were captured, 30 from Old Dad
Mountain just northwest of Kelso and 13 from the Marble Mountains
just north of Amboy. Three of those captured at Old Dad Mountain
did not survive.
DFG Biologist, Vern Bleich, who led the operation, said,
however, that the team "had been very fortunate in maintaining an
excellent survival record" considering the intricacies of the
capture.
He said 29 sheep were taken to the Whipple Mountains and
11 to
e
le Mountains located eRgt of Twenty-nine Palms.
The relocation to the latter area was ne-cessary because of a
limited holding area in the Whipples.
The sheep were captured by herding them by helicopter into
one of three nets positioned in canyons.
Immediately following capture, the bighorns were injected
with a tranquilizer just prior to being transported in a litter by
helicopter to a base camp where DFG veterinarians, led by Dr.
David Jessup, gave the animals a medical examination, injected
them with antibiotics, attached radio collars or ear tags before
sending them on to their new homes.
The sheep in the Whipple Mountains are being held in an
enclosure on BLM land located on the south side of the mountain
range to allow them to become accustomed to their new surroundings
before they are released into the wild sometime in February.
Bighorns transported to the Sheephole Mountains were
released upon arrival.
"If the animals will remain in the area, we may be able to
release sheep directly into the wild in some cases in the future,
saving a good deal of time and money," Bleich added.
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Bleich said radio collars were attached to 10 of the adult
sheep transported to the Whipples and nine of the adult sheep
moved to Sheephole to help keep track of the animals.
The
remainder of the adult bighorns were fitted with marking collars
and the lambs were ear-tagged to help with future identification.
In the first phase of the relocation plan, 21 sheep were
transported to the Whipple Mountains from Old Dad Peak and the
Marble Mountains in late July of 1983.
Bleich said the 17 survivors are doing very well.
They
completed lambing last year, are ready to lamb again this year and
are located exactly where they were expected to be in the
Whipples.
Bleich said a conservative estimate of the number of
desert bighorn sheep in the state is 4,200 animals and growing
Two of the three races of bighorns in the state are
considered rare the Peninsular bighorn with about 900 animals,
and the California bighorn with a population close to 300.
The third race, the Nelson bighorn sheep, is estimated at
near 3,000 in number and is not on the rare or endangered list
All bighorn sheep, however, are fully protected by state law
More than 40 people were involved in the seven-day
tion last week, including personnel from the U. S. Forest
Service, U. S Navy and the State Department of Parks and
Recreation.
Additionally, volunteers representing the Society
the
Conservation of Bighorn Sheep, the Sacramento Safari Club and the
Foundation
North American Wild Sheep were on hand.
Bleich said the Oranco Bowman, Sacramento Safari Club and
the Foundation for North American Wild Sheep joined the DFG in
providing funds for helicopter rental and other equipment.
During the week-long operation, helicopter pilots Don
Landells and Brian Nowak of Desert Hot Springs flew a total of 55
hours at a cost of $19,4540
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A poached bighorn
BIGHORN SHEEP POACHERS APPREHENDED
SIX MEN FACING COURT APPEARANCE ON BIGHORN SHEEP POACHING CHARGES
Six Ontario men have been ordered to appear Nov. 29 in
t'omona Municipal Court on charges of unlawfully possessing a
bighorn sheep.
The bighorn is fully protected under state law.
Javier Esquivel Leyva, 25, Daniel Campos Zavala, 33,
Rosario Prado Esquivel, 32, Antonio Esquivel, 34, Javier Cervantes
Esquivel, 22, Sergio Cervantes, 19, and a 15-year-old boy were
apprehended by Los Angeles County Sheriff's Deputies in the Cow
Canyon Saddle of the Angeles Forest the evening of Sunday,
November 11.
Deputies said they found a bighorn sheep in their
possession.
The men were taken to the San Dimas sheriff's substation
where they were subsequently cited by State Department of Fish and
Game Warden Ken Walton for violation of Section 4700B of the Fish
and Game Code.
Rosario Esquivel was cited on an additional charge
of unlawful take.
Sheriff's deputies traced down and arrested the group
after a concerned citizen reported earlier that evening that he
had seen people dragging a bighorn sheep and had heard shots.
Walton took custody of the bighorn carcass and arranged
for its delivery to California State Polytechnic University,
Pomona.
Butcher knives, a hatchet and file also were seized, but
no gun was found at the time the men were arrested.
EDITORS NOTE:

On November 29, 1984 in the Pomona Municipal Court,
all six men pleaded guilty.
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SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA POACHERS SENTENCED
It had been previously reported through the Department of
Fish and Game that two men had been arrested in what was called
the Mt. Baldy Village case
Through a series of judicial
manuevers, their case was not heard until November 29, 1984.
At
this time, the two men were found guilty
They were fined $880 00
and placed on probation.
Be sure to remind your friends that should they ever see
anything that looks even partially suspicious that it should be
reported to the Department of Fish and Game.
Remember, get the
license number and be as accurate as you can.
As full a
descrip on of any persons is also important.
Don't delay, but
get word to the authorities as soon as possible.
CAMP

BIGHORN HUNT

FOUND

In many of the local newspapers and on some newscasts, it
was recently reported that there had been a recent bighorn hunting
camp found®
In checking with the DFG on this, it was found that
this was an old story and that it had occurred over a year ago.
It seems that an over zealous newspaper reporter in Riverside
updated the story and made it seem that it had just occurred.
The incident did occur but as previously stated, it
occurred some time ago.
At the time of discovery, it was
determined that it definitely was a poaching camp for bighorn
sheep. The DFG was hesitant to disclose to much as it is still an
open case. The camp was situated near a known bighorn watering
hole and the evidence seized left no doubt that it was for
poaching purposes.
At the time the camp was discovered, it had
been staked out, but after a long period of time, it was abandoned
and all the materials found, seized as evidence by the DFG
There
have been no arrests or suspects thus far in this case@
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VERNON BLEICH REPORTS
Following are some excerpts from Bleich's Monthly Report:
The Whipple Mountain sheep enclosure was completed, and 29
mountain sheep were relocated to it from Old Dad Peak and the
Marble Mountains.
Eleven sheep were moved to the Sheephole
Mountains from Old Dad Peak. Two previously unknown springs were
discovered, and three water development sites in the Dead
Mountains were reevaluated.
One big game guzzler received
extensive repairs, and 22 other units were inspected and repaired
as needed.
Twenty one quail guzzlers were inspected, and five
received major repairs.
Pellet transects were cleared at 22 big
game guzzlers. The project leader was the guest speaker at the
annual Society for the Conservation of Bighorn Sheep banquet.
During this report period, members of the Volunteer Desert
Water and Wildlife Survey contributed 185 man-days of labor and
10,816 vehicle miles to the project.
Feeding and Watering
a ..

b ..

Development
1 ..

Two previously unknown springs were discovered in the Wood
i
nnd the Piute Range during aerial surveys of ~hose
mountain ranges.
On the ground evaluations will be
scheduled soon ..

2.

A meeting was attended with Bureau of Reclamation
personnel regarding proposed water developments in the
Dead Mountains, San Bernardino Countyo
Inspections of
three proposed development sites was facilitated by the
use of a Bureau helicopter.

Maintenance
1.

The Old Dad (North) big game guzzler was repaired@
Extensive work was necessary to rebuild the dam and
reroute the pickup pipe. This unit is now in good
condition, and will operate normally with the next
rainfall.
Assistance with this effort was provided by
volunteers ..

Equipment
Project personnel constructed
shipping crates which will be used to
Whipple Mountains during the upcoming
fit the new project vehicles, and are
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two 8 x 8 x 3.5' plywood
transport sheep to the
sheep capture.
These crates
removable and reusable.

Other Reports of Interest
Project personnel directed and assisted with the capture
of 43 mountain sheep from Old Dad Peak and the Marble Mountains@
Forty were successfully transferred, and three were accidentally
killed during the capture effort. Twenty nine sheep were moved to
the Whipple Mountains, and eleven were released in the Sheephole
Mountains. This project was closely coordinated with other
regional and staff personnel, as well as with the Bureau of Land
Management. Approximately 50 persons participated in this effort,
many of whom volunteered their time.
RAFFLE TIME
It's that time of the year again. Time to sell our raffle
tickets. As you know, this is one of the main sources of income
for the Sheep Society. After seeing what a wonderful time Walt
Powell had enjoying his first prize winnings from last year, it
should motivate all of us to go "GO FOR THE GUSTO" and sell those
tickets. The tickets have been sent to all members in the mail.
In case you did not get yours, give Shirley Vickrey a call at
(818) 352-4087 or (213) 877-0638. You will be able to pick them
up at the Sheep Society dinner on November 10th as well. WE NEED
YOUR SUPPORT so over do it this year and sell 10 more than you did
last year. Following is a list of this year's prizes.
1st Prize - 5 DAY ALASKAN FISHING TRIP
Donated by Bill Martin's Fish Alaska Inc.
2nd Prize - 2

MAGNUM WEATHERBY RIFLE WITH SCOPE

3rd Prize - JACKSON WYOMING - 5 DAY FISHING TRIP
Donated by Elk Track Ranch Outfitters
4th Prize - JACKSON WYOMING - 5 DAY FISHING TRIP
Donated by Elk Track Ranch Outfitters
5th Prize - CUSTOM KNIFE
Donated by Steve Smart Cutlery
6th

10th Prize - ONE DAY PHEASANT & CHUKAR HUNT
Donated by Dave Whiteside
Leona Valley Hunting Club,
Lancaster, CA

11th Prize - WILD BOAR HUNT
Donated by Tom Willougby, King City
12th Prize - LARGE FISHING TACKLE BOX
Donated by Arroyo Sports Center - Pasadena
DRAWING TO BE HELD FEBRUARY 23, 1985
Transportation not included on any of the Trips.
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COVER PICTURES
Do you have good pictures that you might have taken that
you would like to see on the cover of our Sheepherder?
If so, why
don't you send it to the editor and we will do our best to put it
on the cover of the magazine ..
If it is in black and white, that
would be ~referable, but if it is in color, we can use it just as
welle We 11 see to it that it is returned to you just as soon as
possible ..
Send all pictures to: The Sheepherder, 2924 Clarmeya
Lane., Pasadena, CA

ADVERTISERS NEEDED
We're going to try something new.
Commercial advertising
in the Sheepherder. To help defray the expense of putting out
this first class paper, it was thought we would give you a chance
to put in an ad.
This would really help in maintaining the
Sheepherder and allow us to concentrate our money on the projects
for sheep. Here are a few guidelines in submitting your ad.
RATES for 2 Issues
(Introductory Rate Only)
Business Card Size .....
$ 25.00
1/4 Page.0••·········••0~ ... $ 40.00
1/2 Page .............. ., ............ $ 70. 00
Full Page .
$125.00
o .....

0•0••··•····· ........

WHAT A BARGAIN
NOTE:

All ads should be copy ready in black on white papere
If
pictures used, be sure they are the pro~er size and in
black and whitem
If you have any questions, call George
Taylorson (818) 794-0027. Mail all ads to The
Sheepherder, 2924 Clarmeya Land, Pasadena, CA 91107.
If you should need additional copies of the Sheepherder,
please give Shirley Vickrey a call at (213) 877-0638 or

(818) 352-4087 ..

THINGS ARE LOOKING UP
As reported in our last Sheepherder, our fearless leader
Dr. Loren Lutz had encountered a heart attack while on a hunting
trip at his ranch in Jackson, Wyoming.
As we all know, there is
no such thing as a mild attack, they are all serious and need to
be treated as such.
At this time, Dr. Lutz is doing very well.
He is still under the care of a physician and is taking medication
and doing all the other things that one must do after encountering
such an attack. He is exercising daily and even gets out on a
horseback ride now and theno
He is on a mild work schedule and is
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taking calls once again.
When talking to him last, he wasn't to
excited about his diet as it's hard going from lobster and steak
to celery and carrots. The next time you talk to him, if he has
an accent like Bugs Bunny, you'll know why. Glad to see you
feeling good again, Doc.

Handlers carefully fit a radio collar around the neck
captured ram
Photo by Jeanne Clark

BOOK PUBLISHED
A definitive work on sheep of California is being published
by the Society. The author is Loren Lutz. It contains old capture stories, transplant data, sheep studies, and stories of
California.
Pre-publication costs: Hard cover - $45, Soft cover - $20
Post-publication costs: Hard cover $55, Soft cover - $30
Order from the Society for the Conservation of Bighorn
Sheep - 3113 Mesaloa Lane, Pasadena, California 91107.
Phone (818) 794-7680.
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OUR PRESIDENT SPEAKS

bighorns
answer.

I am frequently asked by people how best to help the
It is a good question, but perhaps not an easy one to

Generally I respond by giving a reflex reply:
Save the
habitat, but that's only at best half the requirement.
The other
half is mixed up with politics, disease problems and other facets
that could be termed management.
The obvious to some is to have one agency in charge.
To
date this, in California, has not been done.
The State
Legislature has repeatedly not seen fit to allow the Department of
Fish and Game to manage the bighorno
Their lack of responsibility
to charge the Department with the re-establishment of bighorn in
viable numbers in California is a negative response to the
conservation of the species.
So meanwhile what can an individual do? Paying dues to
the Society is important, otherwise we cannot carry on our good
works.
Physical labor in constructing water holes is extremely
important, as is our diversified sheep counting efforts.
Writing to your representatives, both State and Federal,
is a most positive effort.
If they don't know what we want, they
Informing officials at city, county, state and federal
levels is a necessity.
For instance, Palm Springs is deciding
whether to allow yet another housing development in sheep country.
Attending sheep meetings is also a very desirable part of
what to do ..
Yes, if one doesn't desire to do anything else, the most
important function is to be a paid-up member of the Society. The
extent of involvement after that must depend on an individual's
own wants.,

Loren L. Lutz, D.D.S.
President
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BIG HORN SHEEP TRANS

STRUCK DOWN

ANGELES NATIONAL FOREST

The Palm Springs City Council held a hearing on the
Proposed "Andreas Cove Country Club" last week .. This project will
be a direct affront to the bighorn in the San Jacinto Range.
The
decision has been postponed.
Some 20 years ago a transplant of bighorn from the San
Gabriel Range of mountains to the Los Padres Na onal Forest in
Ventura County was proposed by the Society. After these years of
effort, funding by the Society and the Founda on for North
American Wild Sheep, with the cooperation of the California
Department of Fish and Game and the Forest Service, finally made
the project feasible
It was especialy important for the habitat
in some parts of the San Gabriels had reached its carrying
capacity and some herds were experiencing problems. December,
1984, was the final date set for the transplant
We have just
learned that the Ange s National Forest nixed the effort because
of the passage of the Sheep Mountain Wilderness Bill, a
Society-sponsored project ..
U.S@FOREST RESEARCHER ADMITS ROADS ADVERSELY AFFECT
AND WILDLIFE
A statement by a U. S. Forest Service researcher, Dr. Jack
Lyon, who works at the Forest and Range Experiment Station in
Missoula, Montana, indicated it's almost impossible to build a
road that won't adversely affect fish and wildlife, expecially
species of large game animals,.
Dr,. Lyon spoke at a 200-delegate
symposium on transportation in forests held in Casper, Wyoming,
recently, organized by forest service personnel and others as an
open forum for an exchange of ideas on transportation of all kinds
within the National Forests.
It attracted forest and wildlife
experts
om throughout the Coun
The statement has a direct
bearing on our continuing anxiety over the usages of the Cow
Canyon Road in the San Gabriels ..
(See following reprinted
article)
Roads create impacts and effects, Lyon said.
Impacts,
such as disruption caused by men and machinery during the
construction process, generally are short-lived and relatively
unimportant, he said. Effects, such as easier access to hunting
areas, have a long duration and are extremely significant to the
health of fish and wildlife, he added.
"For one thing, once a road is built, large game animals
are much more vulnerable to poaching," said Lyon ..
"Of course, you
can't blame forest managers for that, but poaching would be less
of a problem if the roads weren't there"
A road is not a threat to wildlife in its own right, he
said, but the effect of the increasing contact between animals and
people is ..
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"Smaller species aren't threatened, but for large game
species, it doesn't take too many encounters for the animal to end
up dead," said Lyon ..
"As far as elk are concerned, we've shown
everywhere that the response to Forest Service roads is negative
and that as long as the road stays open habitat effectiveness is
lost.."
Lyon said the two basic animal responses to road building
are displacement and habituation.
A good example of habituation
used to exist in Yellowstone National Park, he said, when grizzly
bears fed on offerings from tourists.
Displacement can be either temporary or permanent, Lyon
said, and often creates a ripple effect.
For example, he said, a
herd of elk displaced by a road might move into an area and
displace another herd.
"If species such as elk are repeatedly disturbed or
harassed, there is also high potential for abortions, weight loss
and desertion of calves," he said.
Logging activities, which are the primary purpose for road
construction in the national forests, can produce some benefits
for wildlife, he said, such as increasing forage, but that doesn't
necessarily apply in every case.
0
~

The problem is that .tures L mauc1.ger::; have guue overuuc1.r<l
on the concept of increasing forage," said Lyon. "In some cases it
becomes a justification for logging in ar·eas where there wasn't a
shortage of forage in the first place .. "

Habitat improvement, which is commonly stated as one of
the goals of timber sales in the Bridger-Teton National Forest, is
also a bit of a misnomer, he said, because managers usually can
only improve habitat enough to offset the negative impacts of a
road.
Lyon also attempted to dispell the claim made by some
environmentalists that the only productive wildlife habitats are
found exclusively in roadless areas.
"Although roads don't benefit wildlife, they will be
built," Lyon said ..
"So we should aim for the best possible
manipulation rather than condemning them out of hand .. "
The most important, and potentially most effective, form
of manipulation is to close roads to the public.
In a national
forest such as Bridger-Teton, where roads intersect elk migration
routes, effective closures are essential to the well-being of the
herd.
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"I'm not talking about just closing them during the
hunting season," he said. "That's just another way of
distributing your hunters.
I'm talking about closing them for
most of the year when they aren't being used for logging .. "
The effectiveness of road closures is debatable, but
Richard Woodrow, supervisor of the White River National Forest
near Glenwood, Colorado., said public participation is essential
to determining which roads will be closed.
Road closures are becoming an increasingly important tool
for forest managers, he said, because budgetary constraints have
forced the Forest Service to re-evaluate its transportation
sys tern ..
When the White River National Forest plan was being
developed, Woodrow said, managers made a concerted effort to work
with the public in deciding which roads would be closed.
The
results of their efforts, he added, have been solved.
"We've discovered that some groups like hunters have taken
it upon themselves to help us enforce closures," he said ..
"Let's
face it, if you're a hunter you don't want to walk five miles to
see a pink Cadillac passing on a road."

·------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------~-APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP
SOCIETY FOR THE CONSERVATION OF BIGHORN SHEEP
Non-Profit Organization
3113 Mesaloa Lane
Pasadena, California 91107
(818) 794=7680

NAME
ADDRESS _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
PHONE: Horne _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ Business

The kinds of memberships available are:
_Annual .............................................. .
__Student (must be full time) ............................. .
__Life ....................................... · · .. · · · · · ·
__Century ............................................. .

$25.00
$10.00
$200.00
$500.00

(may be paid in four equal payments)
(transferable)
All donations are tax deductible.
Also included is my contribution of$_ _ _ _ _ _ for Desert Waterhole Improvement (Lowery fund)
Enclosed you will find my check or money order for $_ _ _ _ __
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