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ON THE COVER: A Sierra bighorn ram just flown in from capture
site. Ram is being carried to medical processing area where it
will be examined and then later released.
(See story)

Four Bighorn sheep waiting to be transported
by heliocopter to processing area.
BIGHORN SHEEP SOCIETY ACCOMPLISHES GOAL WITH LEE VINING TRANSPLANT
BY Dr. Loren Lutz
One more of the Society's goals was accomplished Wednesday, the
5th of March, 1986. Thirty-two Sierra Nevada bighorn were
captured at the mouth of Sawmill Canyon and twenty-seven were
released in the Lee Vining Canyon near Yosemite National Park.
Two other groups supplied the additional support needed to make
the transplant possible. The Sacramento Safari Club and the
Yosemite Natural History Association provided $58,000 to purchase
the grazing rights of domestic sheepherders in the area. Steve
Medley and Richard De Chambeau were the negotiators of the lease.
Cooperating agencies included the Department of Fish and Game,
Forest Service, and National Park Service.
These sheep are classified as California Bighorn, listed as a
threatened mammal and are now located in Lee Vining Canyon, Mt.
Baxter, Mt. Williamson, Mt. Langley and Warner Mountains. The
Warner Mountians' sheep include a mixture of Sierra Nevada Bighorn
and the last of the ill-fated Modoc Lava Beds sheep transplanted
from British Columbia.
My friend and neighbor and former vice-president Don Swarthout
often speculated on what was happening to the Lee Vining sheep.
On his many hikes in the area in the 4O's he said that he could
observe no lamb survival and thought it may have been tied in with
coyote predation and domestic sheep disease. The animal just
could not survive both.
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In my many wanderings in and around Yosemite I did talk to a park
ranger in 1948 who claimed to have seen a carcass of a young ram
in the debris left by a snowslide in the region of Lyle Glacier in
1945. Another ram was sighted north of the Hoover wilderness area
(Mt. Center) in 1964. And a friend of mine said he saw sheep
south of Tahoe, and another friend saw two ewes and a lamb just
north of Sonora Pass.
The background of these transplants is interesting. Before the
Society was formed, the State had a hands-off policy on bighorn.
Our 1968 legislation authored by Senator Richardson directed a
statewide study of sheep. We now have a hands-on policy of work
on sheep and have had ten bighorn sheep transplants that have been
a success.
Our concern over the plight of the bighorn in the Sierras erupted
in a fight over the development of the Trail Peak, Cottonwood Bowl
Company proposal for a massive ski area. We led that fight and
won it for sheep. One result was the collapse of Cirque Peak
Development Company, the creation of the Golden Trout Wilderness
area and the establishment of the ecological areas around Mt.
Baxter and Mt. Williamson by the Forest Service. We were the only
group with enough courage to stand up for wildlife in that region.
Consequently those sheep have prospered and are a continual source
for transplants into other areas.
The other end of the spectrum, the ability to have a place to put
sheep, was equally a not easily solved problem. However, because
of the leader-sheep provided in the Forest service the issue was
solved by the purchase of the grazing allotment by conservation
interests from a cooperative owner, Munden Boro.
The cooperation between the various agencies involved and the
private sectors showed what can be accomplished if there is a will
to solve a problem.

Dr. Jessup, John Wehausen, Mrs. Weaver and
Dick Weaver plan their stradegy of the capture.
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Workers prepare the drive net for the capture
CALIFORNIA BIGHORN SAFE IN NEW HIGH SIERRA HOME
Twenty-seven magnificent California bighorn sheep are roaming
steep, rocky 7,000-foot peaks near Mono Lake today, for the first
time since before the turn of the century.
Thirteen ewes, seven rams and seven lambs were captured from a
herd of approximately 215 bighorns located in the Mount Baxter
area of the Inyo National Forest in Inyo County on Wednesday,
March 5 and transported 85 miles north in specially designed
vehicles to Lee Vining Canyon, also in the Inyo National Forest,
Mono County, where they were released back into the wild.
Department of Fish and Game biologist and bighorn sheep authority
for the state, Dick Weaver, said Wednesday's operation was the
most successful one-day capture effort in the eight-year history
of the department's activities to expand bighorn populations in
California.
The latest operation was the third in a series of Bighorn Sheep
Society and DFG conducted transplants in the area of the elusive
California bighorn.
In all, 10 bighorn sheep transplants have been successfully
completed statewide, since 1979.
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Vern Bleich, Fish and Game wildlife biologist in Bishop, said
exclusive of the 27 sheep relocated to Lee Vining Can.yon, four
additonal animals were fitted with radio transmitter collars and
released at Wheeler Ridge to facilitate monitoring a bighorn
community at that location, and an eight-year-old ewe with a
broken leg was trapped and euthanized.
The older animal had broken the leg prior to capture and the
decision made to put her down after carefully weighing alternate
possibilities, Bleich said.
In addition to DFG personnel, Inyo National Forest and Yosemite
National Park employees joined members of the Society for the
Conservation of Bighorn Sheep and other volunteers to man two
linear drive net sites and a processing center near the capture
location, for a total crew of about 50.
Soft fiber drive nets, each about 100 feet long and 8 feet high,
were stretched across suitable flat areas located half-way up
9,400 foot Sand Mountain, near bighorn sheep populations.
Bleich said small groups of bighorns were then herded into the
nets by use of a helicopter.
Each animal was then hobbled and
blindfolded by net crews to protect it from injury during a short,
one-mile ride to the processing center transported aboard a litter
sling beneath a helicopter.
At the processing center, a medical crew under the direction of
DFG veterinarian, Dr. Dave Jessup, innoculated each animal with
vitamins and antibiotics, collected vital data and fitted each
with ear tags and identification collars. Most were fitted with
radio transmitter collars.
Yosemite National park provided the radio collars and with the aid
of DFG aircraft, will monitor the new bighorn sheep population.
Wildlife biologists believe the herd will migrate from the Inyo
National Forest to pristine Yosemite NP lands during summer months
to provide a unique experience for high country back-packers.
Approximately $38,500 was provided by the Sacramento Safari Club,
Yosemite NP and DFG to fund the project, an expenditure of about
$1,200 per animal captured. The per-sheep price tag is considered
far below normal costs for similar operations conducted in the
past when costs often reached $3,000 per animal captured.
An additional $50,000 was provided by the Yosemite Association, a
private group dedicated to Yosemite NP enchancement, and the
Sacramento Safari Club to acquire a land buffer to protect the new
arrivals from contact with domestic livestock and possible disease
transmittal.
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Weaver said wildlife biologists involved agree that while the wild
sheep is not a particularly delicate creature, it is sensitive to
overcrowding and some form of relief in numbers is inevitable in
such cases. Weaver said over populaiton is best relieved by
transferring sheep to a new location rather than absorbing losses
due to diseases and malnutrition.
One of three subspecies of bighorn sheep in the state, the
California bighorn is the only one of the three state listed as a
threatened mammal, and will likely prosper providing additonal
suitable habitat can be located and resources found with which to
support future relocation projects.

I've gotcha now.

SEVEN SHEEP DIE IN LEE VINING TRANSPLANT
By George Taylorson
Word was just received that of the 27 sheep recently transplanted
to Lee Vining from the Sierra herd, March 5, 1986, seven have
died. Of these seven, four were lambs, two older rams and one old
ewe. This means that the oldest ram left in the herd is only two
years old, which could cause some problems during the breeding
season.
If the two year old doesn't have any competition it
should be able to breed without any problem next year.
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The ram that died evidently fell into a deep crevice while the
second ram got trapped on a ledge by the snows and starved to
death.
The good news is that the snows are melting and the grass is
becoming quite plentiful. A herd of 13 were spotted in the lower
portion of the mountains and seemed to be doing quite well.
It was stated to this writer that this is probably the first time
where a transplanted herd has been monitored on an around the
clock basis. Thus we are able to track each sheep and follow its
progress daily. Usually, while the sheep that are transplanted
have radio collars, they are not constantly monitored. Many times
they are not monitored for over a month or so, thus not providing
us with up-to-date information on their progress and what is
happening to them.
It is still hoped that the Lee Vining transplant will be
successful in re-establishing the new herd.

Dislodging the sheep from the drive net and
preparing them for flight.
DICK WEAVER OF DFG REPORTS ON THE BIGHORN SHEEP
The legislature appropriated $200,000 to conduct bighorn sheep
investigations from 7-1-84 to 6-30-85. Contracts were drawn with
several laboratories to do serology work. A contract was also
developed with the University of California, Los Angeles, White
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Mountain Research Station to investigate the impacts of cattle
grazing on desert bighorn. Helicopter surveys to census bighorn
sheep were made in 23 desert mountain ranges. Ground counts were
made in five additional herds. Serology samples were taken from
bighorn in 17 mountain ranges and one captive herd.
The lamb mortality study in the Santa Rosa Mountains continued
under the terms of a cooperative agreement between the Department
of Fish and Game and the Bighorn Research Institute.
The revised estimate of the bighorn population for California is
4,508. The general population trend is upward. However, several
problem areas have been identified.
OBJECTIVES
To compile and analyze data to update the statewide inventory and
to coordinate field activities and graduate studies on bighorn
sheep. To coordinate reintroduction efforts and assist in the
development of Bighorn Herd (mountain range) Management Plans.
PROCEDURE
The statewide bighorn estimate will be kept current with aerial
census and other counts made by cooperators. Data on the
prevalence of disease and other related problmes are compiled.
FINDINGS

A.

Counts - In spite of a few problem areas the bighorn
population is increasing and now exceeds 4,500 animals.
of the highlights are:

Some

1.

The helicopter count in the San Gabriel Mountains is an
ongoing annual air/ground census conducted cooperatively
with the U.S. Forest Service. The Society for the
Conservation of Bighorn Sheep participates by providing
volunteers. This population remains static at
approximately 715 bighorn.

2.

A two day helicopter census of the Clark Mountain herd
was done as part of an environmental impact assessment
for expansion of the Colosseum mine from a shaft mine to
an open pit operation. The mining interests paid for
the helicopter flights. BLM and Department biologists
participated in the census. The total number of sheep
observed was 114 which is considerably higher than our
previous estimate of 40. Also observed during this
survey were 7 all white sheep. These white sheep seem
to be unique to this area of the Mojave Desert.
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PHOTOGRAPHS OF RECENT SHEEP CAPTURE IN SIERRA MOUNTAINS

B.

3.

The Kelso/Old Dad Peak area and the Marble Mountains
have been trapped (for reintroduction) three times in
the last two years and will be trapped again in July,
1985. During flights conducted in April, 1985, 181
bighorn were counted in the Kelso/Old Dad Peak area and
150 in the Marble Mountains with a very high density of
bighorn of approximately 10 and 6 animals per square
mile respectively. Trapping has changed the ram:ewe
ratio as three times as many ewes are trapped and
relocated as are rams.

4.

The aerial survey of the Chemehevi Mountains was
disappointing. No bighorn were found in 5.5 hours of
searching. Subsequent ground checks could find very
little recent bighorns signs indicating a sharp decline
in this population.

5.

A poor sample was obtained from the McCain area of the
Jacumba Mountains during the September, 1984 survey. A
second survey was flown in April with similar results
indicating a decline or an abondonment of a portion of
their range.
Cattle use on adjacent areas is heavy.
This herd should be monitored closely.

6.

Four ground census of the Inyo Mountains, White
Mountains and Sierra Nevada herds was made by Dr.
Wehausen who monitors these herds annually. The
population remains quite low at approximately 40
animals.

7.

The unit manager saw one group of bighorn with 11 new
lambs in the reintroduced herd in the Warner Mountains.
This will bring this herd to over 40 animals. The
reintroduction can be considered a success.

8.

The Pinyon Mountain within Anza Borrego State Park are
counted annually by State park personnel. Waterhole
counts were made in the north end of the Anza Borrego
State Park. Widespread summer rains precluded
monitoring desert bighorn herds in the southern portion
of the park. Helicopter counts were made in the
southern part of the park and on adjacent areas.
Bighorn populations in the park are lower than 10 years
ago and need to be monitored closely to determine if
diseases are adversely affecting these populations.

Studies
Lamb mortality study, Santa Rosa Mountains, Riverside County.
Work continues on the investigations of high lamb mortality
experienced in this range. The work is being done by the
Bighorn Research Institute under a cooperative agreement with
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DFG. The institute is allowed to recover sick lambs from the
range and confine them for study. Virus isolation has been
made on blue tongue (BT) Parainfluenza - 3(Pl-3) and sore
mouth (CE). Seventeen bighorn are in confinement at the
present time. Two captive reared bighorn have been released
on the range.
Inyo Mountains, Inyo County. Dr. John Wehausen is currently
studying the status of bighorn and the condition of the
bighorn habitat in the Inyo Mountains. he has received a
grant from the Foundation for North American Wild Sheep to
study the comparison in carrying capacity between the White
Mountain and Sierra Nevada. Although the population of sheep
in the Inyo Mountain herd remains low, recent reproduction
and survival indicate some recovery.
Bighorn Sheep-Cattle Competition Study. Impacts of cattle
grazing on Desert Bighorn. The Department also entered into
a contract with Dr. Wehausen to investigate competition
between bighorn and cattle in selected locations of the
Mojave Desert. Data gathered to date indicates competition
does not exist. There is a need to continue the
investigation to answer questions concerning the demographic
outcome of the viral disease (common to cattle) that have
been found, particularly in the Old Woman Mountains.

During population census and capture relocation efforts,
bighorn were sampled for the presence or evidence of exposure
to selected infectious diseases of domestic and wild
ruminants. Results are reported in detail under subproject
552. Seventeen mountain ranges and a captive population were
sampled. Blood, feces and nasal mucous were collected. Some
of the findings are:
1.

Blue tongue (BT) and/or epizootic hemorragic disease
(EHD) infections was found in eight herds.

2.

Parainfluenza - 3 (Pl-3) virus was isolated from six
bighorn sheep from three different herds indicating the
disease was active in three areas.
Titers for Pl-3, indicating exposure to the disease, was
found in samples from nine mountain ranges.
In five of
those mountain ranges, all samples showed titers for the
Pl-3 virus, indicating the presence of a highly
contagious disease.

3.

Sore mouth (CE) titers were present in nine of 18 herds
and is considered widespread.
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4.

D.

Lung worm infestations were noted in only two herds and
the presence in the animals was considered to be at a
moderate to low level.

Transplants
During FY 1984-85 one trapping transplant effort was made.
Thirty bighorn were trapped from the Kelso/Old Dad Peak area
and 13 from the Marble Mountains and reintroduced to the
Whipple and Sheephole Mountains.
Twenty-six sheep were put in a 60 acre inclosure which
contained a bighorn guzzler in the Whipple Mountains and
eleven were released into the Sheephole Mountains to augment
a population that was very low or possibly nonexistent.
Three sheep were lost from capture related stress during the
operation. In three capture efforts since July, 1983, 56
bighorn have been removed from the Kelso/Old Dad Peak area
and 48 from the Marble Mountains.
Status of Previous transplants.
Whipple Montains..; 1983. This reintroduction was made using
an inclosure. A minimum of six lambs were born in 1985. The
1983 and the 1984 released sheep have formed one band and are
utilizing good habitat north of the inclosure.
San Gabriel Mountains - 1983. This release was made to
extend bighorn use into a part of the mountain range not
presently utilized by bighorn. Radio signals received from
over flight with the Department's airplane indicate that
sheep have established themselves near the release site. No
visual observations have been made to date.
Eagle Crags - 1983. Personnel of China Lake Naval Weapon
Center have been able to make frequent flights over the
release site but few ground observations have been made.
Bighorn have established in two areas of the mountain range.
At least five animals have taken up residence in the Panamint
Mountains of Death Valley National Monument.
Mt. Langly (Lubkin Creek) - 1980-82. Several observations
were made of this group on the summer range. Reproduction
was good in 1984 and offset the losses experienced initially.
Wheeler Ridge - 1979-80. Three rams that were added to the
population in 1982 have functional collars and made it
possible to find the ewes during the rut.
1984 was not a
good year for lamb survival. Although this population showed
initial success. Extra effort will be required to try to find
where the ewes summer and monitor the lamb production and
survival.
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Warner Mountains - 1980. At least 11 lambs were added to
this population in 1985 bringing the total population to over
40 animals.
ANALYSIS
Job objectives are being met. All reintroductions of bighorn
sheep in California appear at this time to have a good chance of
establishing viable herds.
Information on bighorn continues to be
compiled from cooperating agencies, graduate students, volunteers
and the Department.
RECOMMENDATIONS
Continue to coordinate the bighorn studies and counts. Develop
reintroduction plans with Region 5 completing the herd objectives.

Dick Weaver of DFG being interviewed by
a TV reporter
COUNT THEM SHEEP
By Dr. Loren Lutz
Our Sunday sheep count, March 16th, was rained out. A product of
the Society for the Conservation of Bighorn Sheep and the Southern
Council of Conservation Clubs, this count has been held every
March in the San Gabriel Mountains since it was first planned by
Dr. Lutz in 1974. All kinds of transportation have been used:
Motorcycles, 4-wheel drives, passenger cars, helicopters, fixed
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wing aircraft, horses and hikers are utilized.
helicopter flying are used now.

Mostly hiking and

The results of the count are used by the Fish and Game, Forest
Service, and conservation groups in determining land uses.
The importance of this count can be measured by the results.
Today biologists like Steve Holl and Bill Brown from the Forest
Service, Verne Bleich from the Department of Fish and Game, and
Jim DeForge from the Sheep Society have been able to form some
conclusions about the habitat and the sheep populations that
enable them to provide data for the managers of both wildlife and
habitat.
So the contributions of volunteers in this coordinated
effort are invaluable and must continue. This is the most massive
census ever undertaken and is the first of its kind.
Even though the census was cancelled on March 16 there was a large
turnout of volunteers that enjoyed a wonderful presentation on the
society by Don Jones, George Kerr and Dr. Lutz.
Because of the poor weather on March 16 a make-up count was held
Mar~h 22, Sat~rday which was sponsored solely by the Bighorn Sheep
Society. Again there was a good turnout of volunteers that did a
wonderful job, even though air support was not available.

Volunteers taking a break at the Coxcomb
mountain repair project.
LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Editors Note.

The following letter was received in response to
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the article "What's Killing the Bighorns?" in the January 1986
issue of the Sheepherder. The editor encourages any letters in
response to articles in the "The Sheepherder" or any with items
concerning Bighorn Sheep.
Thank you for repeating "What's Killing the Bighorns?" in the
Sheepherder (Jan. 1986). You are correct, it is a very important
article and one that should receive wider circulation than it has
in that very fine magazine that is too often maligned by hunting
environmentalists.
I define hunting environmentalists as that
large group of us actively involved, front-line, in the fight to
minimize the negative impacts of man's activities on wildlife and
wildlife habitats, who in the fall take up our bows and rifles to
take a "vacation from the modern human condition."
While Ted William's article alludes to the link between the
lungworm complex and crowding in bighorn populations, I'd like to
open another window just a crack to speculate on why something is
awry in the system. Three-quarters of a century of almost
dogmatic forest fire control has dramatically changed the face of
bighorn habitat.
It has fractured the historic homes of bighorn
into small often discontinuous plots that make it easy for the
lungworm life cycle to operate efficiently. I'm not pointing the
finger at the Federal land management agencies, or even at Smokey
the Bear
We are all guilty of the anti-forest fire mentality.
Over the last 20 years Colorado has done a great deal of work with
the bighorn-lungworm complex. I think early efforts were aimed at
eliminating lungworm from Colorado bighorn and even though there
were some phenomenal examples of increased lamb survival reported
after treatment, we haven't eliminated the parasite nor have we
seen the dramatic long-term population increases that were
indicated.
We don't clearly understand the link between bighorn crowding and
the lungworm-induced bighorn deaths.
It, however, does seem to be
a worthy hypothesis worth exploring that "Forcing bighorns to live
in increasing crowded situations that result from changes in
vegetation structure and composition increases the impact of
lungworms on herd health and recruitment." Maybe rather than
assuming that lungworm is the disease, we should consider
lungworm-induced bighorn deaths as a symptom. Loss of a place to
live is the disease and if we cure that, lungworm or any other
diseases will wane in their impacts on bighorn sheep.
Sincerely,
Robert D. Hernbrode - Program Specialist
State of Colorado
Department of National Resources
Division of Wildlife
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Editor: Thank you Bob for your fine letter.
with you in the information you bring forth.

The editor concurs

Volunteers working on Big Game Guzzler in
woods mountains
FULLERTON MAN FINED 3,400 FOR POACHING BIGHORN SHEEP
Editors Note: Most poachers are apprehended as a direct result of
concerned citizens.
It pays to keep your eyes and ears open when
in the out-of-doors.
If you see some suspicious activity, jot
down all the information possible and give it to the Department of
Fish and Game. We must all be alert to possible violations in
order to protect our valuable wildlife population.
A Fullerton man has been fined $2,000, plus $1,400 in penalty
costs in connection with illegal poaching of a bighorn sheep
following an extensive, year-long investigation by Department of
Fish and Game wardens.
Joseph Wolfe, 27, pleaded guilty at his hearing on Monday,
December 23, before Judge Linda L. Miller in North Orange County
Municipal Court to a charge of illegal possession of bighorn sheep
parts.
DFG warden Martin Maytorena said he received information in June
of 1984, that a bighorn sheep had been poached in the Baker area
of San Bernardino County, south of Death Valley.
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His investigation indicated the incident took place a year
earlier, in June of 1983, and that Wolfe was involved.
Maytorena said a September 29 search of Wolfe's most recent
residence in Fullerton, Orange County, turned up a bighorn sheep
skull and a photograph depicting Wolfe holding the sheep's head
during butchering.
An arrest warrant was issued for Wolfe and Maytorena said a search
then ensued, leading law enforcement personnel on a trail that
included at least three residences in Fullerton where Wolfe had
stayed, as well as locations in La Mirada, Apple Valley, Costa
Mesa and Niland.
"He was a real will-o-the-wisp," Maytorena said. "He stayed at a
good half-dozen places over the past year--remaining just one jump
ahead of us the whole time."
Wolfe turned himself into North Orange County Municipal Court in
mid-November.
Maytorena said a charge of illegal take of a bighorn sheep, an
animal protected by state law, had to be dropped because a statute
of limitations requirements had expired.
Maximum sentence for illegal possession of bighorn sheep parts is
$2,000 and one year in county jail.

YUMA MAN SENTENCED TO 30 DAYS FOR KILLING BIGHORN SHEEP IN
CALIFORNIA
A Yuma, Arizona, man has been ordered to pay a $1,000 fine, serve
a 30-day jail term and was placed on three years formal probation
for killing a bighorn sheep and was subsequently sentenced by
Judge Mattias Contreras, El Centro Municipal Court. The bighorn
sheep is protected by state law.
Holder was arrested in Winterhave, Imperial County, by Department
of Fish and Game warden Denis "Rusty" McBride, following a
two-month investigation conducted by California and Arizona
wardens.
McBride said Holder was convicted of shooting the bighorn with a
.22-caliber rifle while on the California side of the Colorado
River just north of Yuma.
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Fresh water stored in large drums
waiting for the hot days ahead
COURT APPEARANCES SET FOR TWO ORANGE COUNTY POLLUTION VIOLATORS
Editors Note: While this specific violation did not directly
affect our Bighorn Sheep, it is violations of this nature that
effects wildlife of all forms and the sheep society supports the
apprehention of any violators of our natural resources. Our main
concern is that we feel the fines and sentences should be harsher
than they are.
It should be noted that the firms mentioned below
were found guilty and sentenced.

Two Orange County firms have been ordered to appear in court.
Monday, January 6 on charges of illegal oil and chemical pollution
of local waters.
Department of Fish and Game warden Darryl Avila, said the actions
are the first in a series of charges expected to be filed as state
and county officials increases their enforcement of illegal
pollution.
A formal complaint was filed December 3, against Parker Hannifin
Corp. of Irvine. DFG warden Jan Yost charged the company with
allowing 50 to 100 gallons of lubricating oil to enter Lane Flood
Control Channel, a stream that flows into San Diego Creek and
eventually into the environmentally sensitive Upper Newport Bay
Ecological Reserve. Yost said oil from the spill did not enter
the bay.
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Orange County Environmental Management Agency personnel learned of
the spill July 19 after a construction crew working in Lange
Channel reported oil building up behind a temporary earthen dam
they had constructed.
Yost said the only damage to wildlife appeared to be the death of
about 50 crayfish in Lane Channel near tfie Parker Hannifin Corp.
outfall.
She said the spill was related to an incorrectly constructed
discharge system connected to the factory's oil clarification
equipment that would pass overflow oil from Parker Hannifin's
facility directly into nearby Lane Channel.
In a similar case, DFG warden Darryl Avila filed a formal
complaint against Auto Master Inc. of Santa Ana, October 22, for
illegal deposit of waste oil and another, unknown chemical into a
nearby storm drain that leads directly to a flood control channel,
and ultimately into the Santa Ana River which continues on to the
ocean at Costa Mesa.
Representatives from both companies have been ordered to appear in
Central Orange County Municipal Court, Santa Ana, to answer
charges for violation of Fish and Game code sections (5650a and b)
pertaining to the illegal pollution of state waters with oil and
chemicals. These wardens said two counts have been filed against
Auto Master
Each charge carries a maximum sentence of $2,00 fine and one year
in county jail.
Avila said Orange County is in the process of stepping up
enforement of pollution laws aimed at curbing alarming increases
in violations responsible for potentiall harmful substances
illegally flowing into county water systems.
He said that in the past, DFG wardens and other law enforcement
agency personnel have primarily issued warnigs to those suspected
of illegal pollution.
In the future, however, Avila says anyone
suspected of illegal pollution.
In the future, however, Avila
says anyone suspected of breaking pollution laws will be
prosecuted.
"It appears that only after being prosecuted will offenders take
pollution seriously," Avila said, "At present, there are three
additional pollution cases under way in the county, the most we
have ever worked at one time. We used to go only for the worst
offenders, but here is just too much stuff in the water--now we
will arrest anyone cought polluting."
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Everyone's heading towards the next
waterhole project.
UPCOMING PROJECTS
Don't miss these projects: A lot of volunteers are needed to work
on these two projects. The weather should be nice and warm and
the company you will be in, will be outstanding.
For maps to the location call Leilani Park at the Department of
Fish and Game and tell her for which project you would like a map,
(213) 590-5158. If you want additional information call Don
Jones, project chairman, at (714) 581-2905.
Project Date

Site Location

Activity Type

May 10-11

Cady Mountains

Reconstruction of a Big
Game Guzzler for sheep.

July 3,4,5,6

Old Woman Mts.

Sheep census.

-19-

BIGHORN SHEEP SOCIETY FACES

The media interviewing Vern Bleich about
recent sheep capture

CABLE T.V. AND BIGHORN SHEEP
By George Taylorson
Almost everyone these days belongs to a cable T.V. system. Did
you know that each one of these systems is required to provide
free air time for community interest nonprofit programming? The
sheep society now can provide a 1/2 hour tape of commercial
quality on a recent sheep capture and information on the sheep
society.
In order to take advantage of this opportunity we need your help.
Call up your cable system and ask if they would be willing to air
this film. Be sure and inform them that we are a C-3, nonprofit
organization and that the film is strictly informative and does
not solicit funds. We do give a name and phone where the
listeners can obtain additional information, if they desire, on
the sheep society.
Ask what format they want.
We can provide 1/2" VHS or 3/4" tapes with a running time of 28
minutes. After you obtain this information call George Kerr,
public relations chairman at (808) 526-3787 and let him know the
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dates you need the material and what format you need and we will
get it to you.
It should be noted that these tapes are property
of the Bighorn Sheep Society and need to be returned when they are
through being used.
Here is a chance for you to help spread the word of our
organization. Call now while this opportunity is available.

Installing a pipe line for water in the
Coxcomb Mountains

OUR PUBLIC RELATIONS COMMITTEE REPORTS
By George Taylorson
Yes, we do have a Public Relations Committee. George Kerr the
chairman reports it is alive and well.
In the last few months
since it was conceived, George kerr has been hard at work putting
together materials and programs that will benefit our society.
One of the needs of our society is to get the information of who
we are, and what we do, out to the public. George has compiled a
list of speakers from the society that will provide a very
entertaining and enlightening program for clubs, churches,
schools, and groups of all nature.
In addition to the speakers we
now have a complete slide show, showing waterhole projects,
transplants, meetings, etc., with a cassette sound track which
members may use for groups.
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In the process of being made is a video of our organization.
Presently there is a video of "To Catch a Bighorn," available for
your usage. We can provide VHS 1/2" or 3/4" tapes.
If you can
use any of these items, George Kerr asks that you give him a call
at (808) 526-3787 and he will assist you with your needs and
requests.
George has spent a lot of time and money making all this
available. It won't do anyone any good as long as it sits in his
home, so lets get some bookings lined up and get the good word out
to everyone we can, what the sheep society is all about.
The public relations committee is putting together a great
auction, which you will be hearing about real soon.
Some of the
items to be auctioned are:

1.

Bill Martin Fishing trip valued at $4,000.00.

2.

One trophy black tail deer hunt including food and
lodging, valued at $800.00.

3.

One trophy boar hunt including food and lodging, valued
at $600.00.

4.

Photo and observation session in D.F.G. helicopter, 1
seat, ·valued at $500. 00.

5.

Photo and observation session in D.F.G. helicopter, 1
seat, valued at $500.00.

6.

Bighorn sheep commissioned acrylic etching, valued at
$1,500.00.

7.

Bighorn sheep artwork from Sadell's Gallery, signed and
numbered print, valued $600.00.

8.

Bighorn sheep ram horn reproduction, #1 in the limited
edition series, estimated value $2,000.00.

9.

One California Black Bear hunt donated by Jack Slaney,
valued at $600.00.

Any additional items that the Board members or members in general
may come up with should make a rather attractive and financially
beneficial auction.
Details to be worked out through the auction
committee.
Start saving your dollars as this is going to be an outstanding
auction. For further information call George Kerr at (808)
526-3787.
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The Bighorn Sheep Society has in its library a fair amount of
video footage in the 3/4 11 or 1/2" format.
If you are in need of
some good coverage on transplant, projects, etc., contact George
Kerr.

Photo taken by Glenn Sudmeier

SHEEP SOCIETY SUPPORTS NEW SHEEP LEGISLATION
By George Taylorson
Assembly bill AB3117 has been introduced into the legislature for
consideration by Assemblyman Mountjoy. The Bighorn Sheep Society
board of directors took a careful look at this legislation at its
last board meeting and decided to give it, its complete support.
Members and friends of the Bighorn Sheep Society are urged to
contact their local assemblyman and urge their support on this
bill. The biggest struggle in getting the bill passed will be
getting it through the Wildlife Assembly Committee; some of the
members of this committee are:
Doris Allen, Rusty Arias, Bill
Bradley, Robert Campbell, Dan Houser, Robert Kotz and David Kelly.
You may address your letters to them as Assemblyman ___ , State
Capital, Sacramento, California. You may also address your
letters to Assemblyman Costa, Chairman of the Wildlife Committee,
same address.
Following is a copy of the bill:
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NO. 3117

ASSEMBLY BILL
Introduced by Assembly Member Mountjoy

February 13, 1986
An act to amend Sections 3950 and 4700 of and to add Chapter
11 (commencing with Section 4900) to Part 3 of'Division 4 of, the
Fish and Game Code, relating to game, and making an appropriation
therefor.
LEGISLATIVE COUNSEL'S DIGEST
AB 3117, as introduced, Mountjoy. Game: Nelson bighorn
sheep.
(1) Under existing law, specified mammals are game mammals
which may be taken under licenses, tags, and permits pursuant to
regulations adopted by the Fish and Game Code.
Existing law
prohibits taking or possession of specified fully protected
mammals or parts thereof, including bighorn sheep.
This bill would except Nelson bighorn sheep from the fully
protected mammals and provide that they are game mammals. The
bill would provide for the development of specified management
plans for the management of bighorn sheep by the Department of
Fish and Game. The bill would authorize the commission to
regulate Nelson bighorn sheep within each management unit and to
authorize sport hunting of those bighorn sheep in specified areas
and for the purpose of funding programs to benefit bighorn sheep.
(2) Under existing law, the Fish and Game Preservation Fund
is continuously appropriated to the department and the commission
to carry out the provisions of the Fish and Game Code.
Because this bill would make the moneys available for a new
purpose, it would constitute an appropriation.
AB 3117
Vote: majority. Appropriation: yes.
State-mandated local programs: no.

Fiscal committee: yes.

The people of the State of California do enact as follows:
SECTION 1.
Section 3950 of the Fish and Game Code is amended
to read:
3950. Game mammals are:
deer (genus Odocoileus), elk (genus
Cervus), prong-horned antelope (genus Antilocapra), feral pigs and
European wild boars (genus Sus), black and brown or cinnamon bears
(genus Euarctos), mountain lions (genus Felis), Nelson bighorn
sheep (subspecies Ovis canadensis nelsoni), jackrabbits and
varying hares (genus Lepus), cottontails, brush rabbits, pigmy
rabbits (genus Sylvilagus), and tree squirrels (genus Sciurus and
Tamiasciurus).
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SEC. 2.

Section 4700 of the Fish and Game Code is amended to

read:
4700.
Fully protected mammals or parts thereof may not be
taken or possessed at any time and no provision of this code or
any other law shall be construed to authorize protected mammal and
no such permits or licenses heretofore issued shall have any force
or effect for any such purpose; except that the commission may
authorize the collecting of such species for necessary scientific
research. Legally imported fully protected mammals or parts
thereof may be possessed under a permit issued by the department.
The following are fully protected mammals:
(a) Morro Bay kangaroo rat (Dipodonys heermanni morroensis).
(b) Bighorn sheep (Ovis canadensis), except Nelson bighorn
sheep (Ovis canadensis nelsoni).
(c) Northern elephant seal (Mirounga angustirostris).
(d) Guadalupe fur seal (Arctocephalus townsendi).
(e) Ring-tailed cat (Genus bassariscus).
(f) Pacific right whale (Eubalaena sieboldi).
(g) Salt-marsh harvest mouse (Reithrodontomys raviventris).
(h) Southern sea otter (Enhydra lutris nereis).
(i) Wolverine (Gulo luscus).
SEC. 3. Chapter 11 (commencing with Section 4900) is added
to Part 3 of Division 4 of the Fish and Game Code, to read:
CHAPTER 11.

BIGHORN SHEEP

2900. The Legislature declares that bighorn sheep are an
important wildlife resource of the state to be managed and
maintained at optimum levels. Therefore, it is hereby declared to
be the policy of the state to encourage the preservation,
restoration, utilization, and management of California's bighorn
sheep population. The management shall be in accordance with the
policy set forth in Section 1801.
4901. The department shall determine the status and the
trend of bighorn sheep populations by management units. A plan
will be developed for each of the management units. The plan for
each management unit shall include all of the following:
(a) Data on the numbers, age, ratios, and distribution of
bighorn sheep within the management unit.
(b) A survey of range conditions and a report on the
competition that may exist as a result of human, livestock, or
wild burro encroachment.
(c) An assessment of the need to relocate or reestablish
bighorn populations.
(d) A statement on the prevalence of disease or parasites
within the population.
4902.
(a) The commission may adopt all necessary regulations
to provide for biologically sound management of Nelson bighorn
sheep (Ovis canadensis nelsoni) within each management unit.
(b) The commission may authorize sport hunting of Nelson
bighorn sheep found in the Marble Mountains (townships T6NR13E,
T6NR14E, T7NR13E, San Bernardino Base and Meridian) and the Kelso
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Peak and Old Dad Mountain Area (townships TllNRllE, TllNR12E,
Tl2NR1OE, Tl2NR11E, Tl2NR12E, Tl3NR1OE, San Bernardino Base and
Meridian), San Bernardino County.
(c) The commission may provide one permit to take one Nelson
bighorn sheep to a nonprofit organization for the purpose of
raising funds for department-approved programs to benefit bighorn
sheep.

Photo taken by Glenn Sudmeier
BOARD ADOPTS RESOLUTION
Editors Note: The following resolution was approved by the Board
of Directors and will be sent to the agencies noted in the final
paragraph.

RESOLUTION
WHEREAS
The Society for the Conservation of Bighorn Sheep was created
for the purpose of conservation, preservation, and proper
utilization of the wild sheep of North America; and

-26-

WHEREAS
The goals of the Department of Fish and Game are to maintain,
improve and expand bighorn habitat where feasible, to
reestablish bighorn populations on historic ranges where
feasible, to increase bighorn populations so that all races
become numerous enough to no longer require classification as
rare or fully protected, and to provide for aesthetic,
educational, and recreational uses of bighorn; and
WHEREAS
The Department of Fish and Game and the Society have a
memorandum of understanding to accomplish the above; and
WHEREAS
It is the policy of the State of California to maintain
diversified recreational uses of wildlife, including the
sport of hunting, consistent with the maintenance of healthy,
viable wildlife resources, the public safety, and a quality
outdoor experience as set forth by the Legislature in Section
1801 of the Fish and Game Code; and
WHEREAS
LC is the policy of the Legislature to encourage the
restoration and maintenance of bighorn habitat and to
perpetuate bighorn herds at a viable level as designated by
Assembly Concurrent Resolution No. 41 dated March 16, 1981;

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED
That it is the objective of the Society for the Conservation
of Bighorn Sheep to have 10,000 bighorn sheep in Californ the
year 2,000; and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED
That this objective wull be accomplished through cooperative
efforts of the Society, The Department of Fish and Game, and
the land managment agencies; and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED
That this resolution be sent to the California Fish and Game
Commission, the California Department of Fish and Game, The
California State Legislature, the Bureau of Land management,
the U.S. Forest Service, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service,
the California Department of Pardks and Recreation, the
National Park Service, and to consercation organizations for
concurrence and assistance in meeting the objective of 10,00
bighorn sheep in California by the year 2,000.
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The Bleich family show off gifts
VERN BLEICH OF DFG EXPRESSES THANKS
Recently, Teresa and I were presented with a beautiful pair of
framed prints; one print depicted a poacher, and the other
depicted a conservation officer attempting to apprehend the
poachers.
We sincerely thank you for the contribution which you made toward
the purchase of those prints. They now hang in our home,
alongside many other mementoes.
Working with dedicated people, such as you over the years has been
an especially rewarding experience. Although I will no longer be
directly associated with the habitat improvement project, the gift
will always remind me of the many years of satisfying work, and
the many friendships I made while involved with that program.
Thank you again, for your contribution to those memories.
NEW MEMBERS ARE NEEDED
If you are interested in becoming a member of the Bighorn Sheep
Society of the State of California. Fill out the application at
the back of this publication with your enclosed check and show
your support to the the Bighorn Sheep of the State of California.
This is a C-3 nonprofit corporation, thus making all gifts and
memberships tax exempt. Don't hesitate, JOIN NOW.
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WATERHOLE PROJECTS

Gary Robbins of the San Fernando Safari Club
presents a check for $500.00 to Les Coombs and
Don Jones for use on a future water hole project.

REPORT BY LES COOMBES OF DFG
Summary:
Seven big game guzzlers were inspected with one of them
receiving major maintenance three springs were inspected with two
of them being evaluated for development potential. Nineteen small
game guzzlers were inspected with two of them receiving
maintenance. Project personnel attended a planning meeting for
the proposed "10,000 x 2,000" sheep reintroduction program being
sponsored by the Society for Conservation of Bighorn Sheep. We
acquired six months services of a seasonal aid and lost the
position of Habitat Supervisor I to the priority planning program.
Vern Bleich will be sorely missed both in work accomplishment and
personal relations. Volunteers contributed 321 man days of labor
and 18,946 vehicle miles to the project.
Feeding and Watering
a.

Development
1)

Studio Spring in the Chemehuevi Mountains was inspected
for future development

2)

Tactite Spring in the Coxcomb Mountains was dug out and
inspected for improvement possibilities.

3)

Andrea Spring in the Clipper Mountains was completed. A
concrete storage basin was constructed with a redwood
shade cover placed over it. Gabions were used to divert
drainage water around the storage basin.
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b.

4)

Lance Spring in the Woods Mountains was developed by
channelizing seep water into a basin. Gabions were used
to divert drainage water around the seep and basin
areas. A pipe burro exclosure was partially constructed
and will be completed in May.

5)

McLaren Seep in the Marble Mountains was developed with
two conrete and rock storage basins being constructed.

6)

Measurements for the piplines at the Marvin Wood BGG
project site were taken and locations for the dam, tank
platform and drinker were marked.

7)

Burnt Spring in the Clipper Mountains was inspected and
is now generating water. Details were worked out for
its development next month.

Maintenance
1)

Celo Tank BGG was inspected and found in need of
repairs. The tanks are dry.

2)

Anthes Tank BGG found to be functioning normally.
tanks are 70% full.

3)

Owls Roost BGG functioning normally.
+ ...... -.

The

The tanks are 100%
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4)

South 1-40 BGG inspected and found in need of repair.
The tanks are dry.

5)

Major maintenance was performed on Russis Rocks BGG and
it is now functioning normally. One hundred and three
volunteers showed up to assist with the project. The
tanks are 100% full.

6)

Project personnel assisted the volunteer area captains
in locating and inspecting the Cady Mountain BGG.

7)

Project personnel inspected the Big Gees BGG in the Cady
Mountain.

8)

Hummingbird Springs in the Chuckwalla Mountain was dug
out and left in good working order by volunteers.

9)

Nineteen small game guzzlers in San Bernardino County
were inspected with two receiving apron maintenance.
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Other Reports of Interest
1.

Project personnel attended a planning meeting to outline the
projects that would be required to meet the goals of the
proposed "10,000 x 2,000" program. This program is being
sponsored by the Society for the Conservation of Bighorn
Sheep but will heavily involve the Department if it is approved.

2.

Vern Bleich's position as Habitat Supervisor I was officially
eliminated by priority planning, leaving the crew with only
two full-time employees, and 6 man months of seasonal time.
This will severely hamper normal activities, initiating
drastic changes in our work activities and priorities.

-------------------------------------------------------------------

----- -

----~--

APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP
SOCIETY FOR THE CONSERVATION OF BIGHORN SHEEP
Non-Profit Organization
3113 Mesaloa Lane
Pasadena, California 91107
(818) 794-7680

NAME

ADDRESS _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
PHONE: Home _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ Business

The kinds of memberships available are:
_Annual .............................................. .
__ Student (must be full time) ............................. .

$25.00
$10.00

__ Life ................................................ .

$200.00
$500.00

__Century ............................................. .
(may be paid in four equal payments)
(transferable)
All donations are tax deductible.

Also included is my contribution of$._ _ _ _ _ _ for Desert Waterhole Improvement (Lowery fund)
Enclosed you will find my check or money order for $. _ _ _ _ _ __
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